Bergen County Continuum of Care
FY2026 Continuum of Care Funding Specifications for

New and Renewal Projects

Available Funds
On June 1, 2026, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) issued a Notice of
Funding Opportunity (NOFO) to provide communities with funding to assist homeless individuals,
families, and youth with housing and supportive services to achieve long-term stability and end the
cycle of homelessness. As the designated Collaborative Applicant for the Bergen County Continuum of
Care (CoC), Bergen County is publishing this Request for Letters of Intent (RLI) to apply and is
accepting applications for agencies seeking new and renewal CoC funding for the FY2026 cycle.

A single, consolidated CoC Program application will be submitted by the County of all selected projects
in Bergen County. The County reserves the right to request that applicant organizations submit
adjusted projects budgets based on the amount of available funding indicated by HUD. HUD will review
the Consolidated Application and make the final award determination.

All agencies interested in applying are strongly encouraged to read the FY2026 CoC Funding NOFO
due to significant changes in the CoC funding:

https://files.simpler.grants.gov/opportunities/18c6dc79-e5dd-42e9-aca5-
b35c5d26eded/attachments/0ead4b33-e9a1-4934-92b3-65ed41847905/Foa Content of CPD-
2600-DC-0025.pdf

ELIGIBILITY

Any nonprofit agencies, state and local governments, public housing agencies, and faith-based
organizations are eligible to apply, even if they have not received CoC funding in the past. Any agency
with a 501(c)(3) designation must provide proof on this status as well as include a copy of the agency’s
Certificate of Incorporation and list of the Board of Directors. This Notice is open to new proposals for
reallocation and bonus funding and encourages new agencies not receiving CoC Program funding
including victim service providers to apply.

Application Process

Any agency seeking to apply for new Continuum of Care funding must complete an application in
SurveyMonkey (SM) Apply by 5pm on Friday, July 10th, 2026. The SM Apply application may be accessed
through the following link:

https://njcocmha.smapply.io/prog/bergen continuum of care funding

The Bergen CoC will be accepting applications for:

Renewal Projects

New Transitional Housing (TH) projects

New Street Outreach (SSO) projects

New Standalone Supportive Services (SSO) projects

New Rapid Rehousing (RRH) projects dedicated to serving survivors of domestic violence
New TH projects dedicated to serving survivors of domestic violence

If an agency intends to apply for multiple projects, separate applications must be submitted for each.


https://files.simpler.grants.gov/opportunities/18c6dc79-e5dd-42e9-aca5-b35c5d26eded/attachments/0ead4b33-e9a1-4934-92b3-65ed41847905/Foa_Content_of_CPD-2600-DC-0025.pdf
https://files.simpler.grants.gov/opportunities/18c6dc79-e5dd-42e9-aca5-b35c5d26eded/attachments/0ead4b33-e9a1-4934-92b3-65ed41847905/Foa_Content_of_CPD-2600-DC-0025.pdf
https://files.simpler.grants.gov/opportunities/18c6dc79-e5dd-42e9-aca5-b35c5d26eded/attachments/0ead4b33-e9a1-4934-92b3-65ed41847905/Foa_Content_of_CPD-2600-DC-0025.pdf
https://njcocmha.smapply.io/prog/bergen_continuum_of_care_funding

The submission of an application is the first step in a competitive, yet collaborative, application
process. All agencies that receive funding approval from this local process must then submit an
application in esnaps.hud.gov to be included in the final submission to HUD. Please remember receiving
funding approval through the local process does not guarantee an agency will receive funding, all final
funding comes directly from the U.S. Dept. of Housing and Urban Development based on the CoC’s full
submission.

ESTIMATED AVAILABLE FUNDING
HUD is making the following funding available for Bergen CoC:
e Estimated funding for renewal projects: approximately $4.5 million
e Estimated New project funding: approximately $5 million
e Estimated Domestic Violence (DV) Bonus funding for new projects dedicated to survivors of
domestic violence: approximately $2.7 million

Renewal Project Funding

In the FY2026 CoC NOFO, HUD established a Tier 1 cut off of 60% of the CoC’s Annual Renewal Demand
(ARD). Based on HUD'’s funding process in FY2026, renewal project funding is also limited to 60% of
the CoC’s ARD. The amount of funding available for renewal projects is estimated to be $4.5 million in
Bergen CoC.

The CoCreserves the right not to renew grants that have exhibited serious capacity issues in prior grants
(including performance and financial problems); do not sufficiently participate in HMIS; have
unresolved monitoring issues; or do not meet the priorities of the Continuum of Care. Funding for grants
that are not renewed by the CoC will be available for reallocation to new projects.

Transition Grants and Expansion Grants for Renewal Projects
If an agency with an existing CoC-funded project is interested in submitting for a program expansion, or
a transition grant, those must be submitted as a new project application.

Agencies with renewal projects may submit both a renewal project application and a transition grant
application and are encouraged to do so. If both a renewal and transition grant application are
submitted, the transition grant application will only be considered for funding if the renewal project
application is not approved for funding. If the agency only submits a transition grant application, but
not a renewal grant application, only the transition grant application will be considered for funding.

New Project Funding

New General Funding

For FY2026, the CoC is estimating approximately $5 million will be available for new non-DV dedicated
projects.

New Domestic Violence (DV) Bonus Project Funding
In FY2026, the CoC anticipates up approximately $2.7 million through this Domestic Violence Bonus
Project category.

All projects funded through this category must be dedicated to serving survivors of domestic violence as

defined by HUD in 24 CFR 578.3 which includes any individual or family who:
o Isfleeing, or is attempting to flee, domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, stalking, or
other dangerous or life-threatening conditions that relate to violence against the individual or



family member, including a child, that has either taken place within the individual’s or family’s
primary nighttime residence or has made the individual or family afraid to return to their
primary nighttime residence;

e Has no other residence; and

e Lacks the resources or support networks, e.g. family, friends, and faith-based or other social
networks, to obtain other permanent housing

If your agency is interested in applying for domestic violence bonus funding, your agency will be required
to provide specific data detailing the need for the project, which will be included in the CoC’s application
to HUD. In addition, all projects funded through the DV Bonus must ensure the program will utilize
trauma-informed, victim-centered approaches for services.

PREFERENCES
Due to the level of funding available for renewal projects and HUD's funding process for FY2026, renewal
projects, new TH projects, and new SSO projects will be prioritized for selection, based on individual
project scores. Based on the scoring criteria listed in the FY2026 CoC NOFO, the CoC is also establishing a
preference for the projects that:

e Offer substance use treatment, mental health treatment, and/or behavioral health services

¢ Indicate supportive services will be required

e Operate sober housing

e Workto help clients achieve self-sufficiency by increasing income and moving into non CoC-funded

housing

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

Proposed Budget

Applicants must submit a proposed budget worksheet for each project. Budgets should include all costs
associated with operating a project for the intended target population. The CoC reserves the right to
award a lesser or greater amount to an applicant than requested based on the funds made available from
HUD. (See attached budget worksheet)

Match
Cash or In-kind Match in the amount of 25% is required for this project. Grant recipients will be required
to spend match funds in accordance with § 578.73 of the Interim Rule.

Certifications

All applicants of new and renewal projects will be required to agree to:

Become a member of the CoC

Participate in the Coordinated Entry System

Participate in HMIS or a comparable database for Victim Service Providers

Submit data for required Annual Performance Reports (APR)

Comply with all other relevant sections of the Interim Rule, as well as any policies and procedures
or guidance set by HUD, and the Bergen CoC

Not engage in racial preferences or other forms of illegal discrimination

Not operate drug injection sites or “safe consumption sites,” knowingly distribute drug
paraphernalia on or off of property under their control, permit the use or distribution of illicit
drugs on property under their control, or conduct any of these activities under the pretext of
“harm reduction.”
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DEADLINE FOR NEW AND RENEWAL PROJECTS

All applications must be submitted to the County via the SurveyMonkey Apply portal by Friday, July
10th, 2026 by 5:00 p.m. Agencies will receive confirmation directly from the system that their
application has been submitted.

MANDATORY TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE SESSIONS
All applicants seeking new and renewal funding must attend at least one of the mandatory technical
assistance sessions scheduled. Please use the links below to register for these sessions.

Wednesday, June 17t at 1pm -
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/7TTSEIM-T3-pHTh]3FIQ A

APPLICATION EVALUATION
See Attached Scoring Criteria for New and Renewal Projects Applications.

QUESTIONS

Any agency with technical assistance questions should reach out, in writing to Angela Drakes at
ADrakes@BergenCountyN].gov and Ashni Mathew at amathew@monarchhousing.org.
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